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THE STATELY HOMES OF ENGLAND. 

(occasionally open to the public.) 

" The stately liumes of England, 
How beautiful they stand ! 
Amidst their tall ancestral trees, 
O'er all the pleasant land." -j\Irs. Hemaxs. 

By S. C. hall, F.S.A., and LLEWELLYNN JEWITT, F.S.A, 



WESTWOOD PARK, WORCESTERSHIRE. 



F Sir John Pakington's marriage 
with the daughter of Mr. 
Humphrey South, Queen 
Ehzabeth's silkman, of 
Cheapside, London, the 
representative of an an- 
cient family in Leicester- 
shire, we have abundant 
record. She was the 
widow of Alderman Barnham, ''who 
left her very rich ; and that considera- 
tion, together with her youth and 
beauty, made it impossible for her to 
escape the addresses even of the 
greatest persons about the court ; but 
Sir John was the only happy man who 
knew how to gain her, being recom- 
mended by his worthy friend, Mr. Wil- 
liam Seabright, town clerk of London, 
who had purchased the manor of Bes- 
ford, in Worcestershire.'' This lady, 
by her first husband, had four daugh- 
ters ; and by Sir John one son (John, 
his successor) and two daughters : 
Anne, married first to Sir Humphrey B'errars, Knt., of Tam- 
worth, and, second, to Philip, Earl of Chesterfield ; and Mary, 
who married Sir Robert Brooke, of Nacton, Master of the Cere- 




monies to James L Sir John died in 1625, aged seventy-seven, 
and his widow married, thirdly, Lord Kilmurry, and, fourthly, 
Thomas, Earl of Kelly. 

By this great Sir John Pakington the house at Westwood was 
erected. "After he had finished his stately structure at West- 
wood," it is recorded, " Sir John invited the Earl of Northampton, 
Lord President, and his countess to a housewarming ; and as 
his lordship was a jovial companion, a train of above one hundred 
knights and gentlemen accompanied him, who staid for some 
time, and at their departure acknowledged they had met with so 
kind a reception that they did not /^nozv zvliether titey Iiad pos- 
sessed tJie ;ptace or tJie place tJiem. The delightful situation of 
his mansion was what they had never before seen, the house 
standing in the middle of a wood cut into twelve large ridings, 
and at a good distance one riding through all of them ; the 
whole surrounded by a park of six or seven miles, with, at the 
further end facing the house, an artificial lake of one hundred 
and twenty -two acres. liis most splendid entertainment was 
given, however, to James I. and his queen at Ailsbury, when his 
majesty honoured him with a visit after his arrival from Scotland, 
before his coronation. Upon this occasion he set no bounds to 
expense, thinking it a disparagement to be outdone by any fellow 
subject when such an opportunity offered ; and the king and court 
declared that they had never met with a more noble reception." 

His son and heir, John Pakington, w^as created a baronet in 
1620, as Sir John Pakington, of Ailsbur3^ where he resided. 
He married Frances, daughter of Sir John Ferrars, of Tamworth 




North-East View, 



(who married as her second husband the Earl of Leven) ; by her 
he had issue one son, John, and two daughters. John died at 
the early age of twenty- four, during the lifetime of his father, 

■* Continued from page 233, 

34 



and was succeeded in the baronetcy by his infant son, who ulti- 
mately succeeded to the whole of his grandfather's estates. 

Sir John Pakington, the second baronet, who was only five 
years of age when he succeeded, was placed under the guardian- 
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ship of the Lord Keeper Coventry, " by whose vigilant care of 
his education, both by travel and other advantages, he became 
a most accomplished gentleman." He was elected M.P. for 
Worcestershire (15 Charles I.), and when the rebellion broke 
out was member for Ailsbury ; and having on all occasions 
given proofs of his fidelity to the crown and the rights of the 
subject, was entrusted by the king, in 1642, with a commission 
for arraying men for his service in Worcestershire, on account 
of which he was taken prisoner, committed to the Tower, and 
fined ;^5,ooo, had his estate sequestered, his house in Buck- 
inghamshire (one of the best in that county) levelled with the 
ground, and such great waste committed in his woods, that an 
estimate of the loss, still remaining, in the handwriting^ of his 
lady, amounts to ;^2o,348. His zeal in the lo3^al cause never, 
swerved, for notwithstanding he had suffered so much for his 
loyalty, he had the courage to join King Charles H. with a 
troop of horse at the battle of Worcester, and was taken prisoner 
there, yet was so popular that, when afterwards tried for his Hfe, 
not one witness could be produced to swear against him ; he 
was consequently acquitted and set at liberty, but afterwards 
fined £y,()jo, and compelled, '' for the said fine, to convey the 
market-house, the tolls, the court leet, and certain grounds 



called Heyden Hill, parcel of the estate at Ailsbury, to Thomas 
Scott (who was one of the king's judges), and other trustees, for 
the use of the town, which they kept until after the Restora- 
tion, when, by a special act of parliament, the said convey- 
ances were made void." 

Sir John married Dorothy, daughter of his guardian, the Lord 
Keeper Coventry, by whom he had issue one son, his successor, 
and two daughters. This lady, Dorothy Pakington, was a 
woman of remarkable talent, and possessed of every acquirement 
w^hich a natural goodness of disposition and the best tutorship 
could give. To her gifted mind it is, with all but positive cer- 
tainty, averred that the world is indebted for that admirable 
book — about which almost as much controversy has been evoked 
as over the '* Letters of Junius " — '' The Whole Duty of Man," 
and for the several other works by the same pen. The author- 
ship of '' The Whole Duty of Man " has been variously ascribed 
to Lady Pakington, Archbishop Sancroft, Archbishop Frewen, 
Archbishop Sterne, Bishop Fell, Bishop Chapel, William Allestiy, 
Abraham Woodhead, William Fulman, and others; but the 
weight of probability, and certainly the weight of evidence, goes 
to prove that that honour belongs to her ladyship. An almost 
incontrovertible evidence of Lady Pakington being its authoress 
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''arises from the assertions of Archbishop Dolben, and Bishops 
Fell and Abbestry, who are said to have declared this of their 
own knowledge, after her death, which she obliged them to 
keep private during her Wie—that she really was the author of 
that best and most 7nasczclme religious book extant in the 
English language, ' The Whole Duty of Man: ' ' Upon a finely- 
sculptured monument in Hampton Lovet Church she and her 
husband are recorded in these words:— ''In the same church 
lyes Sir John Pakington, Kt. and Bart., and his lady, grandfather 
and grandmother to the said Sir John. The first, try'd for his 
life and spent the greatest part of his fortune, in adhering to 
King Charles L ; and the latter justly reputed the authoress 
of the Whole Duty of Man, who was exemplary for her great 
piety and goodness." Sir John died in 1680, and was succeeded 
by his son. 

Sir John Pakington, who, having married Margaret, daughter 
of Sir John Keys, died in 1688, and was in turn succeeded by 
his only child, * 



* To this, the third, Sir John Pakington, tradition assigns a renown even sur- 
passing that of his soldier predecessors, if the Sir John of the early part of the 
eighteenth century, was the model from which Addison painted his portrait of Sir 
Roger de Coverley. There is no evidence, except tradition, but it is by no means 
improbable that "the worthy Knight of Worcestershire" was the Lord of West- 



Sir John Pakington, the fourth baronet, who became M.P. for 
Worcestershire when only nineteen years of age, and so remained, 
with one exception, when he voluntarily withdrew himself, to the 
time of his death. He was " a strenuous asserter of the rights 
and liberties of the country," and in 1702 preferred that remark- 
able complaint against the Bishop of Worcester and his son for 
unduly interfering in the elections, which resulted in the bishop 
being removed by the queen from his office of almoner, and 
other proceedings being taken. Sir John married^ first, Frances, 
daughter of Sir Henry Parker ; and, second, Hester, daughter 
and sole heiress of Sir Herbert Perrott. By his first marriage 
he had issue two sons, who died young, and two daughters, one 
of whom married Viscount Tracy. By his second wife, Hester 
Perrott, Sir John had a son. Sir Herbert Perrott Pakington,. by 
whom, on his death hi 1727, he was succeeded. 

Sir Herbert Perrott Pakington, fifth baronet, M.P. for Worces- 
tershire, married, in 1721, Elizabeth, daughter of John Conyers, 
Esq., of Walthamstow, and by her had issue two sons, John and 
Herbert Perrott, each of whom enjoyed the baronetcy, and two 
daughters. Dying in 1748, he was succeeded by his son, 



wood ; that the church near at hand is the veritable church to which ho " went." 
His monument states that he was " loyal to his king and faithful to his country." 
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Sir John Pakington, as sixth baronet, who married Mary, 
daughter of Henry Bray, Esq., of Bromyard, but dying, in 1762, 
without issue, was succeeded by his brother, 

Sir Herbert Perrott Pakington, as seventh baronet. Sir Her- 
bert married, in 1759, EUzabeth, daughter of Caesar Hawkins, 
Esq., and widow of Herbert Wylde, Esq., of Ludlow, and by her' 
had issue two sons and four daughters, viz. John, his successor; 
Thomas, who died without issue; Dorothy; Anne; Louisa; and 
Ehzabeth, who married WilHam Russell, Esq., of Powick, Wor- 
cestershire, by which marriage she had an only son, the present 
Lord Hampton, who, as will be shown, ultimately succeeded to 
the estates. Sir Herbert Perrott Pakington died in 1795, and 
was succeeded, as eighth and last baronet, by his son, 

Sir John Pakington, D.C.L. This gentleman was born in 
1760, and died without issue, and unmarried, in 1830, when the 
title became extinct, and the estates passed to his nephew, John 
Somerset Russell, Esq. (son, as just stated, of his sister, Eliza- 
beth Pakington, by her marriage with William Russell, Esq., of 
Powick), who at once assumed the family name of Pakington in 
lieu of that of Russell, and became John Somerset Pakington, 
Esq., and is the present noble owner of Westvvood. 

The Right Hon. Lord Hampton— the first peer of the family- 
was born in 1799, and, as we have stated, is the son of William 



Russell, Esq., by his wife, Elizabeth Pakington. He succeeded, 
as John Somerset Russell, to the estates of his uncle, Sir John 
Pakington, in 1830, and assumed the patronymic of Pakington 
in lieu of his own name of Russell. He was educated at Eton 
and at Oriel College, Oxford. In 1837 ^e was elected M.P. for 
Droitwich, which town he continued to represent until 1874, 
when, after nearly forty years of able, useful, and faithful 
public servitude, he v/as defeated at the general election. In 
1846 he was created a baronet, by the name of Sir John Somerset 
Pakington, of Westwood Park. In 1852 Sir John held office as 
Secretary of State for the Colonies ; in 1858-9 was a member of 
the Committee of Council for Education ; in 1858-9, and again 
in 1866-7, was First Lord of the Admiralty ; and in 1867-8, was 
Secretary of State for War. In 1874 he was created Baron 
Hampton, of Hampton Lovett and of Westwood, in the county 
of Worcester, in the peerage of the United Kingdom. Lord 
Hampton, who is a Privy Councillor, a G.C.B., an Hon. D.C.L. 
of Oxford, an Elder Brother of the Trinity House, a Magistrate, 
for many years Chairman of the County Quarter Sessions, 
and Deputy Lieutenant of the county, has married three times. 
Firs^, in 1822, Mary (who died in 1843), daughter of Moreton 
Aglionby Slaney, Esq., by whom he has issue living, one son, 
the Hon. John Slaney Pakington (heir to the title and estates). 




The Lodpe, 



who was born in 1826, and married, in 1849, ^^"^^ Lady Diana 
Boyle, daughter of the Earl of Glasgow. Second, in 1844, 
Augusta Anne (who died in 1848), daughter of the Right Rev. 
George Murray, D.D., Bishop of Rochester, by whom he has 
issue living, one son, the Hon. Herbert Perrott Murray Paking- 
ton, born in 1848. Third, in 185 1, Augusta, daughter of Thomas 
Champion de Crespigny, Esq., and widow of Colonel Davis, 
M.P., of Elmley Park, Worcestershire, by whom he has no issue. 

Lord Plampton is by no means entirely, or even mainly, in- 
debted for renown to the high positions he has occupied, although 
they are among the very highest. There have been, of late years, 
few projects designed and calculated to benefit mankind to 
which he has not been, in some way, a contributor ; foremost 
indeed he has always been in every good work that may lessen 
suffering, extend social advantages, and advance the cause of 
education and religion. The descendant and representative of 
a race that has for centuries given to England true patriots, 
in the best sense of the word, he has been a powerful bene- 
factor wherever his influence could reach. 

The arms of Lord Hampton, who is patron of the living of 
Hampton Lovett, are — Per chevron, sable and argent ; in chief 
three mullets, or, and in base as many garbs, one and two, 



gicles. Crest — an elephant, or. Supporters — dexter, an 
elephant, or ; sinister, a talbot, a7'ge7it ; each charged on the 
shoulder with a mullet, pierced, sable. Motto, '' Fidelis et 
audax." 

The pretty little church of Hampton Lovet — one of the 
burial-places of the family — lies about two miles from the 
mansion, from which it is approached by a delightful drive 
across the park and the outlying portions of the estate. The 
church is charmingly situated, and possesses some features of 
interest. It consists of a nave, chancel, and north aisle, with a 
tower at the west end, and contains a modern stone pulpit of 
exquisite design ; and, besides modern stained-glass windows, 
there are some good remains of ancient armorial stained glass, 
including the royal and Pakington arms, &c. In the chancel, 
which is paved with encaustic tiles, is a piscina on the south 
side, and on the north a fine canopied tomb, on which has been 
placed an explanatory brass plate, bearing the inscription — 
''This monument was discovered behind another, which was 
removed to the west wall of the side chapel, during the repair 
of the church in 1859. Though much mutilated, the design was 
preserved, and the heraldic escutcheons (which were uninjured) 
show it to have been erected to the memory of Sir John Faking- 
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ton, Kt., of Hampton Lovet, and Anne his wife, daughter of 
Henry Dacres, sometime Sheriff of London. He was erilinent 
as a Lawyer and a Judge, and amongst other honours received 
a grant of the lands of Westwood from King Henry VHL' " 

The neighbourhood of Droitwich is very charming : the walks 
and drives are beautiful. Venerable church towers, pretty vil- 
lages, homely yet comfortable cottages, fruitful orchards, pro- 
ductive meadows and corn lands, delicious lanes rich in wild 
flowers, wooded slopes, broad and narrow rivers (notably, majestic 
Severn) are in view from any ascent. But the eye takes in more 
than these : ancient mansions are numerous ; among them 
several of our justly-boasted Baronial halls. There are houses 
of prosperous gentry, and picturesque dwellings of wood and 
plaster of a long-ago time. Indeed, the rich and the poor may 
be equally content with their lot, in this fair, fertile, and rarely- 
gifted locality. It is suggestive of prosperity and indicative of 
content, although the whistle of the railroad is often heard, and 
the mysterious wires of the telegraph skirt the principal high- 
ways. The distant views are even more graceful and majestic 
than those near at hand. Grand old Malvern, the Abberley 
Hills, the Clees, the ''hunchbacked Wrekin," the Clents, the 
Lickeys, Tardebigge, and Astwood, and even the far-off Cots- 
wolds, may be seen from any of the neighbouring heights. 



Thus, if Droitwich is a town devoid of beauty or interest, it is 
situated in a lovely district, with a glorious country around it, 
and a neighbourhood rich in scenery and in picturesque localities. 
Internally the town is a *' land of many waters," its brine wells, 
from which thousands of gallons per hour are constantly being 
pumped up, producing an enormous quantity of salt, which is 
"sent out to supply the tables, and the workshops, and the manu- 
factories of Great Britain, our colonies, India, and many of the 
kingdoms and states of the Old and New Worlds. There are 
other salt works in England, but from Droitwich, and its near 
neighbour Stoke, a very large proportion of human kind is supplied 
with the condiment. Stoke, we believe, now obtains, and conse- 
quently exports, a larger quantity of salt than Droitwich ; the 
works at Stoke are surpassed by none in the Kingdom, or lii any 
Kingdom, for excellence of management : they are models of 
cleanliness, order, comfort, and all that raises the working man 
in the scale of humanity, and renders his home and his family 
happy. Droitwich, there can be no doubt, is a town of 
Roman foundation, and its salt works were worked by them on 
precisely the same system of eva;poration in vats as 
they are now. The remains of an interesting Romano- 
British tesselated pavement — part of a Roman villa — was 
discovered here some few years ago, and is preserved at Wor- 
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cester. It is indisputable evidence of Droitwich and its springs be- 
ing known to the Romans. Although small, and mainly depend- 
ing for its prosperity on its salt-works, Droitwich has always, since 
the Conquest, been a place of importance, and until the passing of the 
Reform Bill sent two members to Parliament ; it now sends one only. 
It is governed by a mayor and corporation, possesses many schools 
and charitable institutions, has spacious churches and other places 
of worship, and every faciUty of railway and canal communication. 
The main feature of the place, however, is its recently re-esta- 
blished Brine Baths. The efficacy of the saline springs of Droit- 
wich was first brought into notice of late years, during the sad visi- 
tation of cholera to the town in 1831. In that year, when numbers 
of the inhabitants were being carried off by the pest, some parties, 
in their agonies of distress and their desire to find means of saving 
the lives of those near and dear to them, dipped the sufferers into 
the warm brine in the evaporating vats of the salt-works, and this 
was found to produce such marvellous results that it was generally 
adopted ; indeed, it is affirmed that all who were so treated, even 
those in a state of collapse, recovered from the attack. The fame 
of these cures spread far and wide, and numbers being brought 
there for that and other complaints, it was determined to have a 
bath. This was done, and the efficacy of the brine firmly esta- 



blished. Later on a company was formed ; but although baths were 
erected, and patients were not wanting to visit them, the whole 
matter fell into a state of unfortunate inanition, despite the atten- 
tion which had been directed to the place by Dr. Hastings and 
other men of eminence. In 1871 Mr. Bainbrigge, F.R.C.S., a 
medical man of large experience and skill, and in high repute as a 
surgeon, visited the baths for the purpose of examining, and ana- 
lysing, and reporting upon their properties and efficacy. The re- 
sult was, that he determined on the formation of a joint-stock 
company for the erection of new baths, the opening up of the cura- 
tive properties of the waters, and the development of Droitwich 
into an inland sea-bathing place. The company was soon created ; 
baths, at a cost of some three thousand pounds, were erected, 
grounds purchased, and arrangements made for future extension. 
These baths were opened in 1873. Since then the company has 
ceased to exist, the whole of the money subscribed was returned to 
the shareholders, and the affair has passed into private hands. 
The old " Royal Hotel " with its pleasant garden and adjacent 
pleasure-grounds (closely adjoining the bath) has been converted 
into a private residence for the reception of first-class invalids, who 
receive every possible comfort under the vigilant care of Mr. Bain- 
brigge. 



